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has been made by the Board of Engineers, with 


a view to internal improvement, §c. 
( Continued. ) 


height they may be raised above their actual level, 


and thus ascertain whether the canal is practicable. 
he importance of such a work, and particularly 
f this route, deserves the expense of such re- 
searches. 
"Another pond lies partly in Bridgewater, partly 
n Raynham town; it is the largest of all those 
which are found in this route. Its area is valued 
st avout 1000 acres, and its surface is 49 teet 1 inch 
pbuve tide waier. It is thus, 83 feet 9 inches below 
he summit ground, To drop the level of the line 
of water on this summit, to a level with the pend, 
deep cut of 7 or 8 miles would perhaps be re- 
quired. Elias pond, as well as those of Furnace 
nd Forge, cannot, therefore, supply the summit 
evel, but may be made use of for feeding the lowe: 
evels of the canal, 

The depth is 12 feet at Weymouth landing, in 
high tides, and 4 feet in low tides ; the canal should 
ppen at a sufficient distance below ths place, to 
each a depth, which, at low water, may equal its 
pwn. By sea, the distance between Weymouth and 
Boston is only 12 miles. As to its termination in 
he Taunton, that river is navigable at high water 
o one mile above Taunton; but at low water it 
eases to be navigable six miles below the town. 
At Taunton the tide rises 3 feet, and the river has 
here from 6 to 7 feet in depth. The termination 
of the canal must be directed in consequence, and 
u tide-lock provided at each of its extremities. 

As in following this route, the streams which we 

meet have all a general direction to the east; an- 

ther route more to the eastward has been surveyed 
and levelle:| by commissioncrs above mentioned. It 
on Titicut bridge, on the principal branch of the 
Taunton. Its length would be ouly 23 1-4 miles 
to the spot where it would begin to descend the 
valley ot the Taunton, It. summit ground at Cur- 
is’ meadow is 131 feet 10 inches above tide water, 
Weymouth Great pond and Cranverry pond might 
supply this summit level with their waters ; the for- 
mer is only 3 1-2 miles distant from it. These 
other ponds might also feed the canal along this 
rouie: Whitman’s pond, in Weymouth town, :hiee- 
fourths of a mile from Back river landing 5 its sur- 
lace is 54 feet 10 inches above tide water. Barret’s 
mill pond, to the north of the summit ground; iis 
surface is 90 feet 2 inches ab ve tide water. Nark’s 
mill pond, to the nerih of the summit ground; its 
surface is 82 feet 5 inches above tide water, By a 
deep cut of 49 feet 5 inches, independent of the 
inclination of the feeders, and depth of the canal, 
ill these ponds, except Whiuman’s pond, might 
convey their waters io the summit level. We should 
add that in Middleborough, there are three ponds 
which communicate together, and whose waters may 
be led to the north in the chief branch of the Taun- 
ton; these are Assumset, Long Poud, and Kinti- 
cuts, 

Exact surveys can alone decide which of these routes 
affordsthe most favorable gronnd ; buat as to the practi- 


cability of either, it rests entirely on the sufficiency of 


their supply of water, and on tie elevation which might 
be given to them, so as not to require too considerable 
deep cut. The exact gauging of the waters, supplied 
by several ponds at their lowest stage, a survey of their 
area, and an investigation into the éauses which form 
and feed them, cau alone direct us to come to an accu- 
rate conclusion on the practicability of the canal. 

if this communication is found 
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begins at Weymouth back landing, and directs itself 


practicable, it will] 
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procure great advantages. It will shorten, by two of useful as an assistant in the planning of owr system of 
three days, the navigationfrom New-York to Boston; fortifications for the pre Ley our In this 
and, when the N. W. witds are reiguing, will | -o @ circumstance he has shown himself equally fitted for 
jest advantage to vessels which ray run into Narra- military and civil engineering. ; 

}gansett Bay, rather than Buzzard’s Bay : for, on issu-| Lieuts; Courtnay and Dutton, of the military engi- 
ing from the eastern termination of the canal projected | neer corps, and distinguished pupils of our military 
from the latter Bay to Barnstable Harbour, they cunkd not Academy, have shown, by their acquirements, how 
reach Boston by a N. W. wind. in winier Narragan- | highly beneficial that institution will become to diffuse 
sett Bay does not offer the same difficulues frum float- through our country that theory of mathematics so 
ing ice as Buzzard’s Bay, and its navigation is shorter | useful in civil engineering. 

aud safer. Iu time of war, vessels will be better protee-| Mr. Wm. Howard, United States’ Assistant civil en- 
ted upon this route, and the canal itself better covered | pineer, has reconnoitered, along with the Board, the 
against any attack. If, to these considerations, we | line of the canal from the Potomac to Lake Erie. “His 
add the great advantage of a prompt and easy commu- | advice and services were highly important, and prinei- 
Nication between two such harbours as Bostow aud Nar- | pally in the investigation relative to the summit level 
ragansett Bay, and of securing, in time of war, the sale | of the Ohio and Chesapeake Canal: conversant with 
and prompt arrival of naval supplies from the southern every branch of science, he was of great help in our 
siaies tothe naval depot of Boston; we will readily | operations. 

conclude that a work so important and useful as the Major Douglass, Professor of Engineering at the 
canal from Taunton to Weymouth, deserves that every 


aye ; Military Academy, West Point, attended the opera- 
care aud attention should be bestowed in investigating | tions of the Board, whilst they were reconnoitring the 
to what Gegree it is practicable. 


; route of the Ohio and Erie Canal. 
Such are the general views and particular details, jg 





; S. BERNARD, Bri 
already ascertained, on the several lines of canals which JOS. G. TOTTON, 
the Board have explured and examined during the last : Brevet 
season, These details nay, perhaps, be found, on ma- Washington City, Feb, 2, 1825. 

ny potnts, too minute ; but we have deenied thein ali es- ( To be continued ) 
seutial to the object to which they relate, The resul: 

of such researches, whether they prove important or 
otherwise, should, besides, be reeurded, to avoid, hereal- 
ter, a repetition of the expense which the nation has in- 
curred to procure them. 

As to the general results obtained by this expedition, 
they are as favorable as possible io the great object i 
contemplation ; opening a system of communication to 
unite all the sectiuns of the Republic by the bonds of 
cummercie! uitercourse, and rapid mutual aidin time 
of danger. Tiis system will contribute essentially to 
the great end of rendering the means of our government 
more efficient ; for, by reducing the time vecessary for 
communication, it will reduce, in fact, the great dis- 
tauces which divide the sections of our vast empire from 
eaelr other, aud will encble us easily and prompily to 
transfer the means and produce of one climate 10 ano- 
ther; it will give a new value to the agricditural and 
mineral riches of our sail, and a new fife and activity to 
our manulacturing industry, by facilitating their circu- 
lation. Withou: a free and constant circulation, the 
politcal, as well as the humana body, becomes paralized 
and beuumbed in its operations. 

The results, at the present stage of the operations, are 
as follow : . 

lst. 4 canal from the Potomac to the Ohio, and one 
from the Onio to Lake Erie, are perfectly practica- 
ble ; the difficulties to be encountered in their eXecu- 
tions, are, la no respect, greater than those which have 
been overcome before now in works of the same uature. 

2d. A continued live of interior navigation from 
Chesapeake Bay to Barnstable Bay, Mass.may be open- 
ed or rather completed at a reasouable expense tor 
coasting vessels.—Oue branch of it, the Delaware and 
Chesapeake Canal, is now constructing. Th Dela- 
ware and Rarttan,Canal may, at a moderate experse, 
be but. on the same dimensions, (for coasting vessels.) 
The Buzzard’s Bay avd Barnstable Canal, at no 
great expense, may receive a still greater depth of wa- 
er than the former. 





REPORT rrom ruzr NAVY DEPARTMENT. 


Navy Department, January 1st, 1825. 
To the President of the Senate of the United States. 

Sin: In obedience to the resolution of the Se- 
nate, of the 25th of May last, I have the honour to 
present the following report : 

The paper marked A is a report made by the 
Fourth Auditor ef the Treasury, which shows “ the 
amount of travelling expenses, and other allowances 
received by the officers of the Navy,and of the Ma- 
rine Corps, over the monthly pay and rations to 
which they are by law entitled, in each year for 
the last three years.” 

This amount embraces all the payments except 
monthly pay and rations, made to officers within the 
time mentioned, whether the services, for which the 
payments were made, were rendered within that 
peri d, or previo.s to it. Our naval officers are 
frequently out of the country two or three years at 
a tine 5 and, when in it, are sometimes so situated, 
as to prevent them, without neglect of duty, from 
presenting tueir claims for adjustment with punc- 
tuality, and at definite periods, 

Each seitement of their accounts, therefore, em- 
braces not only ther claims for the preceding year, 
but for the whole period since their last settlement; 
and in giving au answer to this part of the resolu- 
tion, i) was found impossible to separate the one 
from the other, without an examination of every 
vouch +, and re-siatement of ever, item of the ac- 
counis: a labour which could not be performed 


since the resoluion was passed; and which was 
3d. A canal joing Narragansett Bay and Boston | supposed not to be culled for by it. This amount, 
Bay, would make a part of this line, and procure great | (herefore, will be understood to embrace all the 
advantages to the inter.or trade and national defence ‘ie laims and accounts, settled and allowed within the 


of the Union, if subsequent surveys demunstrate its | . . 

ere F ; { 2¢ 5, prece 2 é anus 

practicability. But the canal across the isthmus of | three years, preceding the first day of January 
M. 


Cape Cod, from Hyannis Harbor to Barnstable Bay, For the sums paid’ te each oles auth a> 
Ss Ss pr é Ty eo 











from the great expense which its consiruction would re. | | 
quire to procure a sufficiency of water to feed it, is im- | JeCts for which they were paid, a general reference 
practicable ; and its viciniiy to the proposed canal! may be hod to the reports annually made on the 
be: ween Barntsabie Bay and Buzzard’s Bay, rendersit | contingent ~xpenses of the Novy. There are about 
an object of less importance. fifty oilicers in the Marine Corps, and nearly nine 

4th. Lastly, li is probable that a communication | jyyd;ed in the Navy. The amount stated, contains 


may be opened between the Ocean and Ohio, though | ie accounts ul, and allowances to, almost all of this 
the Counemaugh and Juniatta. ioudine 


We -hould not conclude this repert without paying ee , 
to the gewlemen who have ussisted the Board during None of the allowangrs are designed, nor do they 
their jabours, the just tribute which we owe to their | (Perate, as additional pay to the officer, for his time 
and services in his station: for these, the monthly 


zeal and talents. . Captain Poussin, of the United s 
States’ topographical engineers, has continued those | pay and rations sre the compensation prescribed by 


efficient and scieatific 363) which rendered him so jlaw 5 but they are intended to meet the expenses to 
302 
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which he is exposed, and the liabilities to which he 
is subjected in discharging the duties assigned him, 
_ and without which it would often be impossible to 
obey the orders he receives. ‘This will be hereaf- 
ter illustrated by some of the items in the accounts, 

. The average amouat of travelling expenses in 
each of the three years, paid to all the officers in 
the Navy, appears to be $19,541, and to all the of- 
ficers of the Marine Corps, appears to be $6,639. 
The principle by which this allowance is made, is 
settled and uniform. 

When any officer travels under the orders of the 
Department, or of his superior, on the business of 
the public, and not for his own convenience, he is 
allowed 15 cents per mile, 

This is never paid when engaged in private trans- 
actions, or changing his duties at his own request, 
and not for the benefit of the public. ‘The sum al- 
lowed is the same for officers of ail grades, is sup- 
posed to be about the average expense of travel- 
ling in this country, and is absolutely necessary to 
enable our officers to obey the orders given to them. 
They are appointed from ail parts of the Union, 
and often obliged to travel great distances to join 
stations or vessels. 

Such must always be the case with those from 
the Western States. The duties to be performed, 
also, frequently require them to be transferred from 
one place to another. The expense of their jour- 
neys often equals the greater part, in some in- 
stances, the whole of their pay. And if they must 
themselves bear it, only those upon our seaboard, 
and the rich who are able and willing to labour 
. without compensation, can belong to the service. 

It is both just to the individual, and beneficial to 
the public, that the allowance be made. For its 
safe and faithful expenditure, reliance must, in this 
case, as in others, be kad, in the first instance, on 
the intelligence and integrity of those who give the 
orders, and in the second, of those who settle the 
accounts ; both of whom must pass upow them.— 
The amount of $272,633 93, embraces all the 
sums paid to officers, exclusive of monthly pay and 
rations, travelling expenses, and expenses incident 
to courts martial, . It includes a great variety of 
items, and, amoug others, the following : Premiums 
and expenses for recruiting; chamber money and 
house rent; fuel and candles ; commissions and 
clerk hire 5 store and ofiice rent of navy agent, and 
storekeeper ; pestage upon letters on public busi- 
uess; toll; sick quarters ; purveying and care of 
medical stores 5 extra service in surveying, &c. &c. 
bn every system of well organized public force, in 
all countries, most of these items form a part of the 
fundamental law creating it; and do not assume 
tie character of allowauces by Executive regula- 
tion, but enter into the estimates for its support. It 
is the misfortune of the Navy of the United States, 
never to have received any organization by law, 
nor to have been favoured by the Legislature with 
u system imte which they could be engratted, ‘They 
ave, therefore, beea left to temporary expedi- 
ent aad regulation, created from time to time as a 
necessity tur them was felt. Under such cireum- 
stuuces, regularity aud economy have been sought, 
and, as far as possible, effected, A few remarks 
on two or three of the items, will explain their cha- 
racter and necessity, 

Expense of Recruiting. 

A considerable portion of the amount is formed 
by this item. Rendezvous for recruiting must, trom 
the nature of that business, be opened in those thick- 
ly settled parts of our cities, to which sailors are in 
the habit of resorting, and accommodations must be 
procured for the purpose ; officers of prudence and 
skill must be appointed to superintend them, and 
made responsible for the manner in which they dis- 
charge the duty and expend the moneys and if 


the recruit, or negligently permit him to desert, 
they must be subjected to loss. . The annexed pa- 
per B, is a copy of Regulations, lately prepared, to 
be added to, and explain, these previously existing 
on the subject, and will exhibit a part of the duty 
and liability of the recruiting officer ; and as the 
public afford him no accommodations, of any des- 
cription, his actual expenses are also great. Under 
these circumstances, and to urge on the eulistments, 
the commanding officer of the rendezvous has here- 
tofore been allowed $4 for each recruit, and the in- 
ferior officer $1 50 per day, to pay his board and 
expenses, The bill reported at the last session pro- 
poses to reduce the allowace from $4 to $3.— 
- hamber money and house rent are allowed when 
an officer is ordered to perform a duty confining 
him to a particular place, and there is no vessel or 
building where he can eat or lodge, as when at- 
tached to, and performing duty in a Navy Yard, or 
preparing his vessel for sea, and it is not in a situa- 
tion for him to live on board ; nor is there any 
other vessel or house, belonging to the public, for 
his accommodation. Compelled to obtain lodging 
and board, and often at very extravagant prices, his 
pay would be consumed by them, and therefore he 
is allowed, either chamber money at $2 per week, 
if his duty be temporary ; or house rent, at its 
usual rate at the place, if the duty be permanent. 
This expense, which is not small, will be in a great 
degree, if not entirely, avoided, when the necessa- 
ry improvements are made in our yards. 
Commissions on disbursements of Public Money. 
—lIt sometimes happeus, in the changes which oc- 
cur upon our distant stafons, by deaths and other- 
wise, and the necessity to which our squadrons are 
subjected, that our naval officers, whose general du- 
ty and oflice are altogether unconnected with the 
moneyed concerns of the Departinent, are obliged 
to negotiate and disburse mouey tor the use of the 
officers, men, and vessels, under their command, in 
doiag which they are liable to risks and losses. In 


a small per centage has been allowed on ihe money 
so neguciated and disbursed, 


vy Department, and as these allowances are not 


theught proper to add them. 
by settled rules, and teud largely to swell the a 
mount, 


the coasts, harbors, §c.— This allowance is design- 


which has arisen from the survey of the coast, &e. 
has been provided for by, and paid out of, the ap- 
propriations made by several laws passed upon the 
subject, and has not been taken from the appropria- 
tions made for the support of the Navy ; but as the 
sums received by the officers, were an allowance 
over the monthly pay and rations, it was neeessary 
to add them to the others, 

Purveying and Care of Medicines.—To ensure 
the economical purchase, safe keeping, and proper 
disposition of medicines and medical stores, both 
for.our ships and navy yards, it has been found ne- 
cessary not to entrust the duty to each of the Sur 
geons and Mates attached to them, but from time to 
time to assign it to old and experienced Surgeons, in 
addition to their ordinary duties, and to make a 
reasonable allowance for it. It is not doubted, how- 
ever, that it may be performed more usefully and 
economically under the provisivas of tbe bill re- 





they are imposed on as to the health, or capacity of 
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ported at the last session. 
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such cases, upon the setilement of their accounts, 


House rent, store rent, postage, fuel, clerk: hire, 
stationery ,¥c. to Navy Agents and Nlorckeepers.-\t 
is doubted whether these items come strictly within | ties in which the officer was engaged. 
the call made by the resolutivn ; but as the Avents| 
and Storekeepers were officers attached to the Na- 


the monthly pay and rations fixed by law, it was 
‘They are regulated 

Per diem allowance on extra duty, such as sur- 
veying public property, proving cannon, surveying 


ed merely to meet the extra expense to which the 
officer is subjected ; and the greater part of that 


a ss — 
‘There ate other items, but it is not believed to 
necessary to make any remark respecti em, 
They are all designed, not as additional pay. 
officer, but to meet the extra expense and fi 
imposed on him, in obeying the orders which he 
ceives, and without which he could not obey then 
nor could the Service be supported ; are governed 

by fixed rules; and have most of them exj 
from the commencement of the Navy, and beer 
confirmed and authorized by ihe annuak appropria, 
tions, Some of them, it has been proposed by the 
Department, should be incorporated into perma. 
nent legal provisions, organizing the naval estab. 
lishment. 

This Department is not informed of any “ emo. 
luments received by the officers of the Navy and 
Marine Corps, from the Government, in conse. » 
quence of their official stations,’ unless the alloy. 
ances heretofore mentioned may be considered jp 
that light; nor is it perceived that they can in any 
way derive “ emolument from other sources,” unless 
by means of the premium or compensation allowed 
to them, by individuals for whom they carry silver, 
gold, or jewels. Any other use of their official cha. 
racter, for private emoluments, would be crimi 
and, if known, subject them to punishment, It isnot 
believed that an imputation of this offence can pro 
perly attach to them. By the 23d article of the “ac, 
for the better goverument of the Navy of the United 
States,” it is provided, that * If any commander, 
or other officer, shall receive, or permit to be te- 
ceived, on board his vessel, any goods or merchan- 
dise, other than for the sole use of his vessel, except 
gold, silver, o. jewels, and except the goods or mer- 
chandise of vessels that may be in distress, or ship- 
wrecked, or in imminent danger of being ship. 
wrecked, in order to preserve them for their owuer, 
without orders from the President of the United 
States, or the Navy Departmant, he shall, on con 
viction thereof, be cashiered, and be incapacitated 
forever afterwards for any place or office in the Na 
vy-” Under the authority of this provision no & 
moluments could be derived from carrying any 
thing but the excepted articles ; these have always 
been carried, when offered, aud it could be done, 
consistently with the faithful discharge of the du 
His risk 
and the responsibility in the benefit he renders to 
the owner by carrying his property, is often great 
and requires a corresponding compensation, This 
compensation is regul«ted in England, by Ordersin 
Council, authorized by s:arute; nu law has yet been 
passed upon the subject in this country, and the Ex- 
ecutive has not believed, since the passage of the 
law referred to, that it possessed the power, either 
to forbid the carrying of specic altogether, or to fix 
the compensation fur doing it; but merely to see 
that the officer, while exercising his legal privilege, 
did not abuse his officia) character, to purposes of 
fraud and oppression. 

It has consequently been |: ft to the discretion of 
the officer and the owner of the property, to make 
their own agreements about the premium for the 
freight, and these not being official, have, herete- 
fore, not been made known to this Department, 
and the sums received cannot, therefure, be stated. 
It has been thouglit proper, however, for reasons 
which will readily present theniselves, to require 
that such a statement should be made upon the 
subject as would-enable the Department to be per- 
fectly apprized of the conduct of those under its 
control, and the use they make “ ef their official 
stations,” in transactions of this kind. An order 
was, therefore, prepared, as a part of the instruc 
tions to Commodore Hull, when he took the com- 
mand in the Pacific Ocean, a copy of which is here- 
to annexed, and marked C. The same order has 
been given toall officers who have been since that 





jtime, in command of squadrons or separate vessels. 
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If any evil have heretofore resulted from this pro- 
vision of our law, it is hoped that a remedy will 
be found in this order, so far as it is within the 


power of this Department to apply the remedy. If 


it he deemed necessary to prescribe the premium, 
that power pfoperly belongs to the Legislature. 
There has yet been received but one report on the 
subject, and that-does net furnish the precise in- 
formation which is due, in answer to a call from 
the Senate of the United States. ‘ 

The paper A exhibits the expense of ‘Courts 
Martial in the Navy, in each year, in the last three 
years, with the amount paid to Judge Advocates, 
and others, for their attendance and services, The 
paper D designates the places at which such courts 
martial were ordered to be held; and the stations 
from which the officers composing the same, were 
detailed to attend. 

The number of officers subject to trials by courts 
martial, is about 850; the average number of men 
in the Navy, is about 3,780. 

Neither the expense nor the number of courts 
can be considered Jarge; but it is confidently be- 
lieved that both may, in future, be lessened,, should 
Congress think proper to make certain provisions 
on the subject, which will be hereafier alluded to. 
The allowances to officers attending courts mar- 
tial, either as members or witnesses, are, travelling 
expenses, &c. $1 50 per day, while attending the 
Court, except to those upon the station where the 
Court is held, whose situation is such that they are 
most snbjected to additional expense. In desig- 
nating the number of members required by law, 
care is taken to select such as will create least ex- 
pense, and whose character aad condition, as to 
the accused, give the best security of justice to him 
and to the public. By the reports on the contin- 
gent expenses of the Navy, which have been re- 
ferred to, it will be perceived that considerable 
sums have been paid, at different times, te Judge 
Advocates. ‘This has arisen from the faet, that 
there is ne person attached to the service whose 
legal acquirements, and acquaintance with legal 
proceedings, fit him for the discharge of all the du- 
ties of the office. 

The Department would illy perform its obliga- 
tions, either to the public or the acensed, by ap- 
pointing one to perform them who was incompe- 
tent; and those who were qualified could net be 
expected to neglect their regular and _ profitable 
employments, for a temporary engagement, without 
full compensation. 

Paper E. exhibits the same information respect- 
ing courts martial in the Marine Corps, as is exhi- 
bited by D, and respecting those inthe Navy. 

Paper F and G, exhibits the number of desertions 
from the Marine Corps, and the number of rank 
and file, confined for imprisonment, as punishment 
for desertion or misconduct, for each year, during 
the last three years, 

In answer to that portion of the resolution which 
requires the Secretary of the Navy to report “ his 
opinion on such alterations or farther provisions of 
law as he may consider it expedient to be made, in 
order to promote a more perfect discipline of the 
Navy < Marine Corps, to prevent the frequent 
recurrence of courts martial, and ensure to the pub- 
lic service, in the said establishments, the highest 
degree of economy ani efficiency ;” the following 
remarks are respectfully submitted. 

. Discipline and the prevention of offences, econo- 
my, and efficiency, in every military or naval es- 
tablishment, must depend on its fundamental orga- 
nization, the regulatios connected with it, and their 
enforcement, and the intelligence and skill of the 
officers attached to it. There must be a regular 


and systematic organization, plain and simple rules, 

skiliul and intelligent officers, or no labour,; indus- 

try, or wisdom, in the head which directs it, can 

produce the desired a to any very profitable 
3 


. But, if these advantages exist, a failure to 
predatl those results may well be the subject of 


gument and illustration which can be made upon 
this point. The Naval Establishment of the United 
States may be said never to have bad a legal or- 
ganization, ‘Temporary_acts, authorizing specific 
matters, relating to the building of vessels, and the 
numbers of one or two of our grades of officers, are 
to be abundantly found; but there is not, in our 
whole code, a.law giving an organization, pre- 
scribing the number and grades of all our officers— 
number of our yards and stations—pay and emolu- 
ments of those who are attached to the service. lt 
requires no labour of argument to show that, in 
such a state of things, they who have had to direct, 
and those who have had to execute, have equally 
felt the want of fixed and uniform guides to their 
conduct, The first “ alteration” or “ provision ot 
law,” then, which appears to be necessary to ef- 
fect the proposed objects, is a law organizing the 
Navy Establishment. What that law ought to be, 
in the opinion of the Department, will be found in 
the report of the plan, made during the Jast session 
of Congress. : 

To that report, therefore, reference is now made. 
It is necessary only to add, that daily experience, 
since that time, ltas confirmed the views then pre- 
sented. . 

Should a law of that character be passed, it 
will be important, immediately, to prepare regula- 
tions depending upon, aud adapted to it, for the dis- 
cipline and management of every part of the ser- 
vice. Tothe formation of these regulations, the 
best intelligence within the command of the De- 
partment would necessarily be brought; and, being 
submitted to the wisdom of Congress, their adoption 
would free from uncertainty, and furnish fixed and 
safe rules, as guides to all. 

The Depariment is not aware of any alteration, 
by law, beyond those specified, which would be ne- 
cessary for the economical administration of the 
moneyed concerns of the Department. 

‘Those concerns are divided into two parts; 
that which relates to the purchase and care of 
“naval stores and materials; and the construction, 
armament, and equipment of vessels of war?— 
which is managed by a Board of Commissioners, 
under the superintendence of the Secretary. 

The other, which relates to the pay and compen- 
sation ofall persons in any way connected with 
the service, which is exclusively under the direction 
and control of the head of the Department. The 
latter, it is believed, has been, heretofore, economi- 
cally administered 3 and under the proposed organi- 
zation and regulations, with the aid of the laws res- 
pecting the advance of public moneys, and the set- 
tlement of public accounts, may be so conducted as 
to squander nothing, and to lose little. The for- 
mer has, heretofore, been managed by the Board in 
a way deserving the highest commendation. Its 
contracts and expenditures have, in general, been 
judicious, cautious, and economical, It was creat- 
ed in February, 1815. The law “ concerning 
disbursements of public money,” and forbidding 
advances, was passed in January, 1823. It hes, 
therefore, existed almost ten years, during eight of 
which advances were not forbidden ; it has made 
contracts for, and superintended the expenditure of, 
$15,500,000 ; and it is believed that nothing has 
yet been lost, and that not more than $15,000, iff 
any, are in danger of being lost. 

It is but just to add, that the members, confining 
themselves to their prescribed duties, have been 
found valuable auxiliaries ; and that the improve- 
ment of our vessels, yards, and equipments, is 
proof that their skill and science are not inferior to 
their industry and economy. 

The next “ alteration” which seems to be called 
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for, isthe revision of the law “ tor the beuer gov- 
ernment of the Navy of the United States.” lt was 


censure. The Military Establishment of the Unit-jpassed in May, 1500, and has remained without 
ed States.is, at this moment, the best possible ar-jamendment. 


lt relates to offences and trials, pun- 
ishments and rewards, subjects of great importance 
in every service, Offences which are the objects of 
punishment, ought to be plainly and precisely stat- 
ed, that every one may understand what he is to 
avoid, and may certainly know when he is criminal; 
and that those whe would bring accusations may be 
sure that they do it justly  ‘Uhere is great detect in 
the law upon this point; a defect which has been 
the cause of much inconvenience and relaxation of 
discipline. It is so extremely vague and indefinite, 
that it is often not easy to frame a charge, justified 
by its words, even against those who have acted 
most incorrectly, without a resort to some geveral 
expression, such as “unoflicer-like,” or “scandalous 
conduct,” and joining to it a specification, embrac- 
ing the particular circumstances, which might as 
well be added to any other charge, or to no charge. 
It results that the accused and the Court are both 
in doubt how to proceed 3 and the legality of what 
is done, is questionable, even where there is no he- 
sitation that the accused had been guilty, and merits 
rebuke, ‘The effect may readily be imagined.— 
Among men varying in habits, education, princi- 
ples, and feelings, there are always some that must 
be coerced, by plain law, rigidly evforced. Some 
who regard the provisions of the law as the only 
restriction on the freedom of thought and action, 
which, as citizens, they are accustomed to enjoy.— 
Where itis not clear and explicit, they perform acts 
dangerous and reprehensible, which they do not per- 
ceive prohibited by positive enactments, Others 
are induced, bythe same cause, to prefer charges, 
for that which. they suppose violates the spirit of 
the code. The former are tempted to irregular 
and improper conduct, the latter to arraign, with- 
out just cause, those who are obvoxious to them.— 
The tribunal, too, which is called to pass upon ac- 
cusations, is left without a certain guide, to the ex- 
ercise of an arbitrary discretion, and to the forma- 
tion of decisions, governed rather by extraneous 
causes, such as the character and standing of the 
parties, than a just estimate of the charges and the 
evidence, Guilt ceases to be the only, yet certain 
ground of pnnishment. The weight of the sentence, 
whether of condemnation or acquittal, is propor- 
tionably diminished. ‘Thus, in every way, does 
this want of precision and certainty in the law, tend 
to the multiplication of Courts Martial, the destruc- 
tion of discipline, and of the correspondent eflici- 
encyand economy. ‘This law is equally unguard- 
ed as to the punishment, leaving every thing to the 
discretion of the Court, not only as to its extent, but, 
also, as to its nature: “ At the discretion of a 
Court Martial,” and “ death, or such other punish- 
ment asa Court Martial shall adjudge,” are its com- 
mon phraseology. And where the crime is not 
specified in the meagre list, which is given, the pun- 
ishment is to be “according to the laws and cus- 
toms in such cases at sea.” It is, indeed, limitted 
by no ruleas to kind, and in most cases, by no ex- 
tent short of death. It should not remain in this 
condition, It should be military, and proportioned 
to the offence. We need not dwell upon the conse- 
quences to the accnsed, the public, and the Court, 
from this cause. The law ought to be altered.— 
The punishment should be ascertained in a proper 
scale, from private reprimands, through all the 
grades of public reprimands, suspension from duty, 
suspension without pay, suspension from rank and 
pay, dismisssion, and death. But it is not enough 
that crimes and punishments be properly defined 
andlimitted. To the improved lew,.must be added 
an improved administration of it. 

No change is necessary in the organization of our 
Courts, They are composed of the proper persons, 
and of the proper se but they require aid In 
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discharge of tueir duues, which they do not now 

ssess. Although, on questions of sound and ho- 
norable feeling, they are safe, yet their education 
and habits are not those best adaped to all the ju- 
dicial functions. Regularity, correct application 
of legal principles, even some technicality, is es- 
sential to correctnes in their proceedings. They, 
more than ordinary judges, require well defined 
rules and systems of practicr, and they have none 
such to which they can appeal. 

The very small portion of the English system, 
based upon their statutes, can apply to courts act- 
ing under ours. 

It sometimes happens that, relying upon British 
precedents, they are misled; at others, fearing to 
trust them, they wander into error. And when 
situated, as they thus are, we recollect the vital in- 
fluence which their decisions have upon the fortunes, 
lives, and fame of su many gallant men, it is impos- 
sible not to feel that they ought to have, in their 
legal advisers, the Judge Advocates, men of learn- 
ing, talent, and discretion. Such it is always the 
object of the Department to procure for them, but 
such cannot always be obtained; and when they 
are, it is at great expense. They are drawn from 
other and profitable pursuits, and devote a tempo- 
rary attention only to the subject. Hence, although 
much safer aids than less informed and weaker men, 
they are apt to differ from each other, and the con- 
sequence has been, that our Courts Martial proceed 
by no settled rules, form irregular records ; often 
err for want of light; make decisions utterly de- 
structive of character and of the public interests ; 
and form precedents which serve only to bewilder 
and perplex those who come after them. 

Required, then, to give an “ opinion” on a remedy 
for these evils, the Department would recommend, as 
one means, the appointment of a responsible officer, a 
Judge Advocate, whose duty it should be to form, un- 
der the direction of the Department, a proper system 
for the government of courts martial; to prepare the 
cases and witnesses for trial ; to‘attena, when practica- 
ble, and always to examine, and report to the Depart- 
ment, on the records, and guard against unlawful pro- 
ceedings and convictions. Many benefits would there- 
by be secured; there would be more certainty in our 
irials; the charges would be legal; the causes heing 
properly prepared, there would be less delay ; the rules 
for the proceedings being settled, there would be less 
error ;records be uniform and accurate; economy be 
promoted, by shortening the terms of the courts, and 
avoiding the employment of temporary Judge Advo- 
cates; and justice be more surely administered. The 
saine officer, if equal to the station, could perform the 
duties both for the Army and the ‘Navy, and would 
produce results in both, which they only can estimate 
who have reflected seriously on the high importance of 
a steady, uniform, consistent, and economical adminis- 
tration of criminal law, in military and naval establish- 
ments, and the incalculably painful consequences which 

arise from erroneous decisions, 

The recommendation, then, as to this law, has three 
objects: 1st. To define offences. 2d. To fix and ap- 
portion punishments. 8d. To provide safe rules for 

the trials, and a competent ofiicer to aid in the admin- 
istration of the criminal code. It is, perhaps, proper to 
remark, that, in recommending the appointment of one 
Judge Advocate for the Navy and the Army, the Se- 
cretary of War concurs. 

Two other amendments ought to be made in the law, 

1. That the court be at least so far freed from the obli 
gation of secrecy, as relates to the officer who constitut 
ed it, and who has to approve its sentence. A con. 
cealment from him, of every thing but what appears up 


on the record, often compels a decision in ignorance of 


facts most important to a right judgment upon the case, 
and naturally leaves the members of the court free from 
the responsibility which ought to attach to them, and 
which is the best security for correct decision, 


2, Power should be given to the court to enforce the 
attendance of witnesses, necessary either for accusation or 


defence, and totake the depositions of those who could 
not attend ;a power always essential to the safe admin- 


ion,” ought to be made, and which is even more impor- | 
tant than those already mentioned, to promote disci- 
pline, efficiency, and economy, and to prevent the recur- 


There is still another “alteration” which if my “opin- 


rence of courts martial in the service: the establish- 
meat of an academy, or providing, in some effectual 
mode, for the instruction of the young officers. These 
are taken from the poor, who have not the means of a 
good education, as well as the rich, who have. They 
enter from the nature of the duties, at so early an age, 
they cannot be accomplished,nor even moderately ac- 
curate scholars. They are constantly employed on 
ship board, or in our navy yards, where much ad- 
vancement in learning cannot be expected. Their 
pay will aiford them a support, but no means of literary 
improvement, The consequence wecessarily is, and 
such is well known to be the fact, that very many ad- 
vance in age and rise in grade much lesséultivated and 
informed than their own reputation and that of the coun- 
try require. For this evil there is but one remedy, and 
that is to be found in the wisdom and beneficence of the 
Government, from which they receive their offices,and to 
whose honour and interest they are devoted. I[t isthe 
formation of a school which shall combine literary with 
professional instruction, a competent portion of com- 
mon learning wiih a profound knowledge of every 
thing connected with military science, seamanship, and 
navigation—the theory, with the practice of their pro- 
fession. The considerations which urge respect for 
this recommendation, are connected with every thing 
which the nation has to hope from its naval establish- 
ment. They may be glanced at, but cannot be suitably 
discussed, in this report. ‘The situation of our country, 
the nature of its territory and its coasts, the extent of 
its commerce, the character of its institutions, and its 
political connexions, all puint unerringly to that estab- 
lishment, as the security for its peace and its honour. 
it no longer remains a debatable question, whether we 
shall look to the navy as one of the means by which our 
interests are to be most cheaply and most securely pro- 
tected. It has been settled by a course of events which 
have carried the nation forward to a point where, on 
this subject, it has scarcely the liberty to choose. [i has 
interests to protect, and duties to discharge, whicli i 
cannot, if it would, disregard. The problein now to be 
solved by itis, in what mode our naval means may be 
commanded must surely, and with the least possible 
burthen, combining most efficiency with the smallest 
expense. 
The answer is believed to be plain. By giving to 
our officers the greatest amount of science and skill, by 
fitting all to command the vessels we may choose tu 
build, and the seamen we may be enabled to enlist. By 
these means, and these only, may we, in times of quiet, 
keep in employment as small a number of vessels as 
our commerce may absolutely require; and yet, at the 
moment of trouble, swell it to the full extent which ou: 
protection may demand, and the number of our seamen 
will permit; the latter being the only limit which can 
be placed to our naval power. It ;s not, however, in 
this circumstance alone, that weil instructed officers will 
induce economy: the better ivstructed and more intel- 
ligent an officer is, the more skilfully and precisely, and, 
of course, the more economically, will he periorm the 
duties assigned him. Ignorance ts always, skill never, 
prodigal. There is no business, profession, or occupa- 
tion, in the circle of society, to which this principle ap- 
plies with more energy, than to our naval establishment. 
Discipline and efficiency, also, necessarily result from 
the same cause, 
Educated in such a school as it becomes the Govern- 
ment to establish, moral principles ate secured, good ha 
bits formed, subordination learned, honourable feelings 
encouraged and confirmed, skill acquired, science and 
discipline necessarily combined. 
The illustration of these tru:hs is before us in another 
branch of our national defence, to which the favor of the 
Government has been extended ; and the suggestion 
will be pardoned, that no sound argument can be ui ged 
in its favor, which does not receive additional force from 
the situation in which the Navy is placed, and the inter- 
ests and hopes which are connected with it, 
Our future national conflicts are to rest principally 


our honour and our fame, to every foreign shore. The 
American naval officér is, in fact, the representative of 
his country in every port to which he goes, and by him 
is that country in a greater or less degree estimated.— 
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With a well-reguiated national pride, this 
‘tion alone should ensure him ample means of instruc. 
tion and improvement, 


theory with practice. 


on it, come when they may. It also is the bearer of 


A school, to be useful to the Navy, must combine 
kt musi, therefore, be locate, 
where the attention may be directed to the construction, 
equipment, armament, and sailing-of vessels. Gover, 
or’s Island, in the harbor of New-York, seems to be wel 
fiited for all these objects, The buildings and impro 
ments already upon it, with slight alterations and ie. 
pairs, would probably be sufficieut for present, accom. 
modation ; and, ifthe public interests would permit jf, 
transfer for a time from the War to the Navy - 
meat, and an appropriation were made of $10,000, fo; 
the support of instructors, the school might be put jn 
operation with very little delay, and its permanent loca. 
tion be hereafter dete: mined. 
I beg leave to refer toa report from this Department, 
dated Ist day of J. nuary, 1824, expressing an Opinion 
of the propriety and necessity of augmenting the num. 
ber of vur sloops of war, as a means of increasing the 
efficiency and economy of the service, and to add, that 
the experience of the past year has amply @onfirme; 
the reasons there presented. 
There are other alterations, which are not sugges. 
ted, as they are supposed to be within the power of the 
Department. Some have been made within the las 
year, and others will hereafter receive attention. Ame 
the former, are the General Order which was issued 
respecting the arrest and trial of officers, and a segula- 
tion by which any person, before he can receive an ap- 
poiniment as surgeon’s mrate, or, being a mate, be pro- 
moted to the rank of surgeon, must pass, successfully, 
a rigid examination before a board of competent sur. 
geons, both as to his moral character, and his profes- 
sional attainments, especially in all that relates to the 
duties of his particular office. The operation of these 
rules need not be explained: they have thus far been 
found most salutary. 
The preceding remarks contain the “ opinion” eal}. 
ed for by the resolution, so far as respects the Navy, 
In relation to the Marine Corps, I have the honourto 
submit various papers, marked 1 and 2, which contain 
the views presented by che Commandant of the Corps, 
in reference to its numbers and organization. They 
furnish satisfactory evidence that an augmentation of it 
is required, and justice seems to demand that its orga- 
nization, as to grade and number of officers, should cor- 
respond with its size. The same principles are appli- 
cable to it as have been urged in reference to the Navy 
and which apply to all military establishments. Au ar 
rangement will be made with the War Department, by 
which the officers of this Corps will hereafter be taken 
from the graduates at West Point. I have the honour 
to be, sir, very respecifully, &e. 


SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD, 





Report of the Select Committee, to whom was re. 
ferred the resolution of the 12th of January, on- 
on the subject of aiding the State of Indiana in 
opening a Canal to connect the waters of the 
‘ahash River with those of Lake Erie, accom. 
panied by a bill to accompilt: that object. 
The Select Committee, to whom was referred the 
subject of inquiry into the expediency of aiding 
the State of Indiana in opening a Canal, to eon- 
nect the waters of the Wabash River with the 
waters of Luke Erie, respectfully submit the ful- 
lowing Report : 
With regard to the practicability of a con.ex 
ion of these waters, by a Cava’, the Commitice have 
o hesitation in saying, they are satisfied it may be 
easily effected, And although no actual survey of 
a route for the proposed caual has yet been made, 
yet they do not conceive this necessary in order to 
establish this faet. Steam-boats have already as- 
cended the Wabash river two hundred and fifty 
miles, (from its mouth, in the Ohio,) as far as the 
infant settlements have yet held 0. sufficivnt com- 
mercial inducements to be sought after in this class 
of vessels. And itis believed they might, with 
equal facility, pursve the navig ition of the Wabash 
one twaadred and fifty miles higher, to a poiut fiom 
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@ keel boats of a considerable burthen have 
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requently passed to the portage these 
pong 1 thé Miami of Lake Erie, 


character of this last stream is well known, from the 
history of events and milizary operations at’Fort 
Wayne and Fort \ieigs, during the last war. Both 
of these posts stand on its bordeis, about sixty miles 
apart, and troops ayd supplies were usually trans- 
ported from one tothe other, by means of this 
iver. 
7 The Governor of Indiana, in his message to the 
Legislature of that State, now in session, seems so 
well satisfied with the practicability of this work, 
and the advantages to be derived from it, that he 
has recommended the passage of a law, forthe im- 
‘mediate survey and location of the canal route ; 
and it is confideotly believed that the law has, by 
this time, been passed, and will be put in execution 
during the next summer. 

The Committee, in the investigation of this sub- 


aft | io, by the Legi f that. state, 
SE aeons 





ject, im order to ascertain its real importance, both 
ina political and commercial point of view, have’ 
had recourse to the history and geographical situ-| 
ation of the Western States, and find them divided 
jnto two distinct and separate channels of commer-; 
cial intercourse.—The one passing through thelong: 
chain of northern lakes,to Montreal and Quebec, 
and a probability of its speedy introduction to the 
city of New-York, by means of the New-York ca- 
nal, The other, by the way of the Ohio and Mis- 
sissippi rivers, to New-Orleans and the West-li- 
dies. On each of these lines, there is one import- 
ant point, through which all their commerce musi 
pass. The one at the outlet of Lake Erie, the 
other at the junction of the Ohio and Mississippi.— 
The rich tracts of country on all the borders of the 
Lakes, and the numerous navigable streams which 
flow into them from the United States and the Ca- 
nadas, above the outlet of Lake Erie, proves the 
importance of this point. 

The Missouri, with a navigation of near three 
thousand miles to the west, with many navigable 
streams coming in from the north and the south, en- 
ters the Mississippi about two hundred miles above 
the mouth of the Ohio. 

The Tennessee river, navigable for cight hundred 
miles, waters the greater part of the state of Ten- 
nessee, the northern part of Alabama, and part of 
the state of Keniucky, falls into the Ohio river, 
sixty miles above its mouth, And the Cumber- 
land, navigable for five handred miles, watering, al- 
ternately, the states of Kentucky and Tennessee, 
empties into the Ohio, seventy miles from its mouth, 
The fertility of country through which they flow ; 





Again, inaffording hitherto unknown facilities, 
by a water communication, between the long line 
of military posts on the northern frontier, and all 
the southern forts and garrisons from Florida to 
Arkansaw, would be a subject worthy the conside- 
ration of Congress; and by the canal of Indiana, 
this may be effected ; and but a few days will then 
be required to transport troops and arms from 
northern to southern boundaries of the United 
States. 

By this communication, the states of Alabama, 
Tennessee, Kentucky, Missouri, Illinois, Ohio, and! 
Indiana, (the last five of which, bind or touch on} 
this liue,) would be enabled to transport plentiful 
supplies for the subsistence of the armies of the U. 
States; which, in the event of another war with 
Great-ritain, would be called to the northern fron- 
wer, and the cheap rate at which these supplies could 
then be afforded, would save the «xpenditure of 
much money to the national treasury. 

in time of peace this communication might af- 
ford to near two millions of people who inhabit the 
Wesiera states, a choice of markets, at New-Or- 
ieaus and the West Indies, or New-York and the 
Canadas, as circumstances, or the nature of the ar- 
ticles which they wished to trade in, might render 
most adviseable. 

To promote the happiness and prosperity of the 
nation, is, doubtless, the grand object of our gov- 
ernment; and however doubtful the policy of grant- 
‘ag donations, or making appropriations for ad- 
vancing the interests of a particular state, when the 
effects of such liberality are confined to the limits of 
a particular state alone, yet, when at least eight of 
ue United States may be essentially benefitted, and 

tue assistance required but small, (as in the case in 
tiie present instance) the committee considers that 
would be expedient and proper that it should be 
granted, 

the Committee have no means whereby to form 
an accurate estimate of the expense attending the 
opening of this canal, but think an appropriation 
from the Treasury unnecessary; and if Congress 
would grant to the state of Indiara a sirip of land 
two miles,in width, on each side, and the whole 
length of the canal, from the proceeds of the sale 
thereof, the state would be enabled tu raise a fund 
sufficient for the completion of the work, All the 
lands througl: which it is supposed the canal will 
pass, (with ihe exception of a few small reserva 

tions) are already surveyed and ready for sale ; 





the quantity and variety of commercial articles 
which are transported on them; and the concen 

trationof all these rivers at the last point, clearly es- 
tablishes its consequence. The nearest practicable 
communication by water, from the outlet of Lake 
Erie, to the mouth of the Ohiv, has been thought 
proper forthe consideration of the Committee. And 
in doing this, they had reference to the different re- 
ports, and proposed canal routes of travellers, geo- 
graphers, and surveyors, One of which is by th 

way of Green Bay, the Fox, and Quisconsing rivers, 
the last of which empties into the Mississippi, up- 
wards of six hundred miles above its junction with 
the Ohio, and the whole distance between the iwu 
points, is nineteen hundred and eighty-ihree miles 


The second route is by the way of Lake Michi- 


gan, and the Illinois river, which enters the issix 


sippi about two hundred miles above the mouth of 
the Ohio ; the distance by this route is sixteen hun- 
deed miles, The third route is by the way of the 
Miami of Lake Erie, and the W»bash river, which 


emers the Ohio about one huadred and sixtv mile: 


above its mouth ; and the distance by this is nea: 


one thousand iniles, being six hundred miles th’ 
nearesi of the ‘hree, and nearer than by ¢ 





y ot 


from the suryeyor’s reports, the country is level, 
and the whole distance from the mouth of the Tip 
preanoe (supposed to be the head of steam- 
boat navigation on the Wabash) and the portage 
between Little River (a branch of the Wabash, ) 2nd 
the St. Mary’s, is only one hundred and nine miles 
by water, The surveyors also report the length 
of the portage to be only six miles and a quarter, 
over avery flat piece of land, and the smmit level 
's believed not to exeeed ten feet. The St. Mary’s 
3 navigable, and the distance from the portage to 
its junction with the St. Joseph, which constitute th: 
liami of Lake Erie, is only three miles. From 
ihese facts, the committee are led to believe, that 
che whole length of the canal cannot possibly ex- 


sections, 


aade, so soon @ 





any of the canals proposed to be o 
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trough 


would be opened. 


ceed one hundred miles, and most probably not near 
so far; but, assuming this as the length, the grant 
proposed will not exceed eleven townships and four 


In recommending this measure, the committee 
(--1 satisfied that the treasury will, eventually, sus- 
ain no loss, as nearly all the lands in the vicinity 
+ the canal route are yet unsold, and their valua 
vould be immediately increased, and speedy sales 
it was aseertained. that the canal 


Move than three-fourths of the 


lands in Indiana are still owned by the United 
States, and in affording the aid requested, the Gov- 
ernment is but opening a way for the introduction 
of purchasers to its unsold territory. With this 
view of the subject, the Committee have thought 
proper to report a bill. 


Appointments. 


Appointments by the President, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate. 
Aveustus B. Woopwarp, as Judge of the Uni- 
ted States for that part of the Territory of Florida 
situated between the Apalachicola and Suwannec 
rivers, in place of William W. Blair, deceased. 
Arsear J. Craceer, of Maryland, to be Dis- 
rict Attorney for West Florida, in place of Wil- 
liam F. Steele, removed. / 


Caspar W. Weaver, of Maryland, as Superin- 
tendant of the Road trom Canton to Zanesville, in 
the State of Ohio, under a late law of Congress 
entitled “ An act for the continuation of the Cum- 
berland Road.” 

Sreruen Carrer, as Surveyor and Inspector of 
the Revenve, for the port of Natchez, Mississippi, 
in the place of Isaac Guion, deceased. 

















ApsuTant GENERAL’s Orrice, 


OnpvErs, Washington, 8th March, 1825. 


No. 20. 
The following promotions and appointments 


in the Army, have been made by the President of 
the United States, with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, since the publication of the Register in 
January last. 
PROMOTIONS. 

ist Regiment of Artillery. 
2d Lieut. Lemuet Gates, to be Ist Lieut. Lith 
Feb. 725, vice Evans, cashiered. 
Brt. 2d Lieut. Joan N. Dinuanunry, of the 4th 
Artillery be 2d Lieut. 1s: July, 1824. 

2d Regiment of Artillery. 
2d Lieut. Samue, M‘Kenzie, relma Ist Lieut. 

b. 725, vice Webber, resigned. 

7. 20 Lieut. Francis L. Jones, of the 4th 
Artil. to be 2d Lieut. 1st July, 1824. 

4th Regiment of Artillery. __ 
2d Lieut. S. B. marge D be ist Lieut. Ist 

25, vice Mead, resigned. 

Oe ate. Gorse W. Lone, of the Ist Art. 
to be 2d Lieut. ist July, 1824. 

2d Regiment of Infantry. 
2d Lieut. Epmunp B, Griswo xp, to be Ist Lieut. 
10th Feb. ’25, vice Harrison, deceased. 
Brt. 2d Lieut. Witu1am Bioopcoop, of the Ist 
Inf. to be 2d Lieut. 1st July, 1824. 
Georce Bourorn, Lieut. Colonel, 1st Regiment 
of Artillery, 9th February, 1815, to be Colonel by 
brevet, to rank 9th February, 1825, for ten years 
faithful service in same grade. 

A. R. Woouzey, Major 6th Regiment of Infan- 
try, 9th February, 1815, to be Lieut. Colonel by 
brevet, to rank 9th February, 1825, for ten years 
faithful service in same grade. , 

Wittam Waoe, Captain 4th Regiment of Ar- 
tillery, 9th February, 1815, to be Major by brevet, 
to rank 9th February, 1825, for tem years faithful 

ice i e grade. 
mR. E. cea, Captain Corps of Engineers, 
9th February, 1815, to be Major by brevet, to rank 
Oth February, 1825, for ten years faithful service ip 
same grade. 
APPOINTMENT. ; D 
Cadet Ricwarp eye " pel Lieut. 7th 
iment of Infantry, $d March, L520. ; 
“The General in Chief announces the foregoing 
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cers promoted to report for duty accordingly. 


this Office. 
By order of Major General Brown: 
CHS. J. NOURSE, 
Adj. General. 





GENERAL ORDERS. 
United States Ship Norvn Carona, 
of Cape Henry, 12th January, 1925. , 

Sin: The dissensions and bickerings which have 
unfortunately existed in the Navy, and particularly 
among the junior officers, for several yeais past, 
originating, as it is supposed, in the preduminance 
of habits which have insidiously crept into the ser- 
vice, by the most improper and unjustifiable relaxa- 
tion of discipline, seem at length to require parti- 
cular notice, 

The prevalence and frequency of fighting and 
quarrelling among some of the younger officers, 


fighting ducis, defaming each other, and assuming 


their equals and superiors topics of conversation 
and indecorous animadveasion, at tavern tables, in 
Stage coaches, steam-boats, and other public places, 
have been earried to such an extent for some time 
past, as to require a resort to measures the best cal- 
culated to produce immediate reform, and to save 
the character of the service, as well as their own, 
from impending ruin and disgrace. 

I have, in consequence, to require of all officers 
who are now, or shall hereafter be, placed under 
my command, to respect and obey, themselves, and 
to use the utmost vigilance and attention in enfor- 
cing in others, their subordinates, due respect and 
obedience to the laws and regulations made and 
provided for the government and conduct of all 
officers and others belonging to the Navy of the 
United States, As I am determined from this date 
not to permit the slightest violation of such laws 
and regulations, with which I may become ac- 
quainted, to pass unnoticed. 

Should disputes unfortunately happen between 
the officers of this or any other ship of the squad- 
ron which I have been appointed to command, they 
are not on any account to assume to themselves 
the right of settling such disputes, in any other 
manner, than by an appeal to the captain of the 
ship to which they belong or to myself, if necessary. 
And I would have it furthe: to be understood, that 
for a violation of this order, by any officer, I shall 
not fail to put the laws in furce against him to their 
utmost extent. 

JOHN RODGERS, 


Commanding U.S. Naval Forces in the Mediterranean, 
and Commanding Ofiicer of the U.S. Navy. 
Cuas. W. Moreas, Esq. 
Capt. of the U.S. Ship North-Carolina. 





MEMBERS or tue Eteunteentn CONGRESS. 


4 list of the Members of the House of Representa- 
tives of the United States, and the Delegates 
from ‘Territories, of the Eighteenth Congress, 
designating the County and State where each 
was born, so far as the same has been ascertained, 


Slates. 
MAINE. 


County and State where born. 


William Burleigh, Rockingham, N. Hampshire. 
Joshua Cushman, Ply mouth, Massachusetts. 
Ebenezer Herrick, Lincoln, Maine. 
David Kidder, Lincoln, Maine. 
noch Lincoln Worcester, Massachusetts. 
Stephen Longfellow, Cumberland, Maine. 


Jeremiah O’Brien, Maine. 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE, 


Washington, 


Ichabod Bartlett, Hillsborough, = N. Hampshire. 

Matthew Harvey, Hillsborough, = N. Hampshire. 

Arthur Livermore, Rockingham, N. Hampshire, 
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Promotions and Appointment, and directs the Offi- 


Those appointed have received special orders from 


and the detestable practice by them and others of 


Aaron Matson, 


dohn Bailey, 
Francis Baylies, 


Timothy Fuller, 
Aaron Hobart, 


John Locke, 


John Reed, 
Jonas Sibley, 
Daniel Webster, 


Job Durfee, 
Samuel Eddy, 


Noyes Barber, 
Samuel A. Foot, 
Ansel Sterling, 


Samuel Lathrop, 


Jeremiah Nelson, 


RHODE-ISLAND. 


CONNECTICUT. 


to themselves the right of making the conduct of 


Ebenezer Stoddard, 
Gideon Tomlinson, 
Samuel Whitman, 
VERMONT. 
William C. Bradley, 
Daniel A. A. Buck, 
Samuel C. Crafts, 


Henry Olin. 


John W. Cady, 


Lot Clark, 

Ela Collins, 
Hector Craig, 
Rowland Day, 
Justin Dwinell, 
Lewis Eaton, 
Charles A. Foot, 
Joel Frost, 
Moses Hayden, 
John Herkimer, 


Lemuel Jenkins, 


Dudley Marvin, 


John J. Morgan, 
John Richards, 
Robert R. Rose, 
Peter Sharpe, 
Henrv R. Storrs, 
James Strong, 


Albert H. Tracy, 
Jabob Tyson, 


Isaac Williains, 
Silas Wood, 
William Woods 





|} NEW-JERSEY. 


| George Cassedy, 
Lewis Condict 
Daniel Garrison, 


James Matlack, 
Samuel Swan, 


Rollin C. Mallary, 


NEW-YORK. 
Parmenio Adams, 


C. C. Crambreleng, 


James L. Hogeboom, 


Samuel Lawrence, 
Elisha Litchfield, 


John W. Taylor, 
Egbert Ten Eyck, 


William Van Wyck, 
S. Van Rensselaer, 


George Holcombe, 


PENNSYLVANIA, 


James Allison, 
Sanwel Breck, 
Joho Brown, 
James Buchanan, 
Samuel Edwards, 
William Cox Ellis, 
Patrick Farrelly, 
John Findlay, 

L. Waker Forward, 








New London, 


William Plumer, jr. Rockingham, 

Thomas Whipple, jr. Berkshire, 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

Samuel C. Allen, 


Franklin, 
Norfolk, 
Bristol, 


B. W. Crowninshield, Essex, 
Heury W. Dwight, 


Berkshire, 
Martha’s Viny’d, 
Plymouth, 
Hampden, 
Middlesex, 
Essex, 
Plymouth, 
Worcester, 
Hillsborough, 


Newport, 
Providence, 


New London, 
New Haven, 
New London, 
Windham, 
Fairfield, 
Hartford, 


Windham, 
Windsor, 
Windham, 
New Haven, 
Bennington, 


Hartford, 
Montgomery 
Beaufort, 
Columbia, 
New Haven, 


Hampden, 
Bennington, 
Schenectady, 
West Chester, 
Putnam, 
Hampshire, 
Herkimer, 
Renssaelaer, 
Columbia, 
Queen’s 
Windham, 
New London, 


Henry C. Martindale,Berkshire, 


Queen’s, 
Merioneth, 
Henrico, 
Queen’s 
Middlesex, 


Saratoga, 
Rensselaer, 
New London, 
Richmond, 
Dutchess, 
New-York, 
Windham, 
Suffolk, 
Washington, 


Bergen, 
Morris, 
Salem, 
Hunterdon, 
Gloucester, 
Summerset, 


Cecil County, 
Boston, 
Mifflin, 
Franklin, 
Delaware, 
Lycoming, 
Cavan, 
Franklin, 
Hartford, 
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yao ta Harris, 


N. Hampshire. 
Massachusetts. 


Massachusetts. 
Massachusetts. 
Massachusetts. 
Massachusetts. 
Massachusetts. 
Massachusetts, 
Massachusetts. 
Massachusetts, 
Massachusetts. 
Massachusetts. 
Massachusetts. 
Massachusetts. 
N. Hampshire. 


Rhode Island. 
Rhode Island. 


Connecticut. 
Connecticut. 
Connecticut. 
Connecticut. 
Connecticut, 
Connecticut, 


-Vermont. 


Vermont. 
Connecticut, 
Connecticut. 
Vermont. 


Connecticut. 
New York. 
N. Carolina. 
New York. 
Connecticut. 
Scotland. 
Massachusetts. 
Vermont. 
New York. 
New York. 
New York. 
Massachusetts. 
New York. 
New York. 
New York. 
New York, 
Connecticut. 
Connecticut. 
Massachusetts. 
New York. 
Wales, 
Virginia. 
New York. 
Connecticut. 
Connecticut. 
New York. 
New York. 
Connecticut. 
New York. 
New York. 
New York, 
Connecticut. 
New York. 
New York. 


New Jerséy. 
New Jersey. 
New Jersey. 
New Jersey. 
New Jersey. 
New Jersey. 


Maryland. 
Massachusetts. 
Pennsylvania. 
Penusylvania. 
Pennsylvania. 
Pennsylvania. 
Ireland 
Pennsylvania. 
Connecticut. 


Joseph Hemphill, 
Sanwel D. Ingham, 
George Kremer, 
Samuel M’Kean, 
Philip S. Markley, 
Daniel H. Miller, 
James S. Mitchell, 
Thomas Patterson, 
George Plumer, 
George Wolfe, 
Andrew Stewart, 


Daniel Udree, 
Isaac Wayne, 
James Wilson, 
Henry Wilson, 


DELAWARE. 
Louis McLane, 

MARYLAND. 
Wan... Hayward, jr. 
Joseph Kent, 


John Lee, 
Peter Little, 


Isaac McKim, 


Raphael Neale, 
John S. Spence, 


VIRGINIA, 


George E. Mitchell, 


Mark Alexander, 
William S. Archer, 
P. P. Barbour, 
John S. Barbour, 
Burwell Bassett, 
John Floyd, 
Robert. S. Garnet, 
Joseph Johnson, 
idabez Leftwich, 

| William MeCoy, 

| Charles F. Mercer, 
| Thomas Newton, 
John Randolph, 
William C. Rives, 
Arthur Smith, 
William Smith, 
Alexander Smyth, 
Andrew Stevenson, 
Jaines Stephenson, 
George Tucker, 
John Taliaferro 
Jared Williams, 





Henry W Conner, 
Johu Culpeper, 


Alfred M. Gatlin, 
Thoms H. Hall, 
Charles Hooks, 
John Long, 


Willie P. Mangum, 


Robert B. Vance, 
Lewis Williams, 
George Outlaw, 


Robert Campbell, 
Join Carter, 
Joseph Gist, 
Andrew R. Govan, 
James Hamilton, jr. 
George McDuftie, 
Joel, R. Ponsett, 
Starling Tucker, 


John Wilson, 
GEORGIA. 
Joe} Abbor, 
George Cary, 
Alfred Cuthbert, 
John Forsyth, 


Wiley 





Edward. F. 'Tatnall, 


pson, 
Richard Henry Wilde, 


Dauphin, 


Del are, 
Buchs County, 
Dauphin, 
Huntingdon, 
Montgomery, 
Philadelphia, 
York, * 
Lancaster, 
Alleghany, 
Northampton, 
Fayette, 


Alexander Thompson,Eranklin, 


Philadelphia, 
Chester, 
Adams, 
Dauphin, 


Kent, 


Talbot, 
Calvert, 
Frederick, 
Cumberland, 
Philadelphia, 
Cecil, 

St. Mary’s, 
Worcester, 


Henry R. Warfield, Ann Arundel, 


Mechlenburg, 
Amelia, 
Orange, 
Culpeper, 
New Kent, 
Jeilerson, 
Essex, 
Orange, 
Bedford, 
Augusta, 
Spotsylvania, 
Norfolk, 
Buckingham, 
Nelson County, 
Iste of Wight, 
Chesterfield, 
Culpeper, 
Adains, 
Bermuda, 


Montgomery, 


NORTH-CAROLIN A. 


Prince George, 
Anson, 


Weldon N. Edwards, Northampton, 
Craveu County, 


Edgecombe, 
Be rtie, 
Loudon, 
Orange, 


Romulus M, Saunders,Casweil, 
Richard D. Spaight, 


Newhbern, 
As! ev le, 
Surry, 
Bertie, 


SOUTH-CAROLINA, 


Marlborough, 


Union, 
Orangeborgh, 
Charleston, 
Warren, 
Charleston, 
Hatifax, 
York, 


Fairfield,. 


Charles County, 


Savannah, 


Fredericksburg, 


Savannah, 
Amelia, 
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KENTUCKY. . Th 
H. Clay; (Speaker,) Hanover, Virginia. 
Richard A. Buckner, Fauquier, Virginia. 
Robert P. Henry, — Scott, Kentucky. 
Francis Johnson, Caroline, Virginia. 
John T. Johnson,  — Scoit, Kentucky. 
Robert Letcher, an 
Thomas Metcalfe, Fauquier, Virginia, 
Thomas P. Moore, Charlotte, Virginia. 
Philip Thompson, , Fluvanna, Virginia. 
David Trimble, Frederick, Virginia. 
David White, 
Charles A. Wickliffe. 

TENAESSEE. 
Adam R. Alexander, Washington, Virginia. 
Rubert Allen, Augusta, Virginia. 
Juhn Blair, Washington, Tennessee. 
John Cocke, Brunswick, Virginia. 
Samuel Houston, Rockbridge, Virginia. — 
Jacob C. Isaacs, Montgomery, Pennsylvania. 
James B. Reynolds, Antrim, Ireland. 
James Sanford, Halifax, Virginia. 
James Standefer, Franklin, Virginia. 

OHIO. 

Mordecai Bartley, Fayette, Pennsylvania. 
Philemon Beecher, New Haven, Connecticut. 
John W. Campbell, Augusta, Virginia. 


James W..Gazlay, 


Duncan McArthur, Dutchess, New York. 
Wm. McLean, Muasor, Kentucky. — 
John Patterson, Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 
Thomas R. Russ, Chester, Pennsylvania. 
John Sloan, York, Pennsylvania. 
Joseph Vance, Washington, Pennsylvania. 
Samuel F. Vinton, South Hadley, Massachusetts. 
Elisha Whittlesey, Litchfield, Connecticut. 
William Wilson, Hillsborough, N. Hampshire. 
John. C. Wright, Hartford, Connecticut. 


LOUISIANA. 
William L. Brent, 
Henry H. Gurley, 
fdward Livingston, 

MISSISSIPPI. 
Christopher Rankin, Washington, 

INDIANA. 


Charles County, Maryland. 
Windham, Connecticut. 
New York, New York. 


Pennsylvania. 


Jacob Call, Prince George, Viuginia. 

Johnathan Jennings, 

John Test, Salem, N. Jersey. 
ILLINOIS. 

Daniel P. Cook, Scott, Kentucky. 
ALABAMA. 

John MeKee, Ru ckbridge, Virginia. 

liabriel Moore, Stokes, N. Carolina. 

liege W. Owen,  Biunswick, Virginia. 
MISSOURL. 

john Seutt, Queen Anne, — Maryland. 


Delegates from Territories, 


MICHIGAN. 

saoriel Richard, France. 
ARKANSAS. 

llenry W. Conway, Greene, Tennessee. 
FLORIDA. 


Prince George, Virginia. 


Foreign. 
LONVENTION FOR THE CONTINUANCE OF THE 
FRENCH TROOPS IN SPAIN. 
[ TRANSLATION, | 


Richard K. Call, 








‘onvention between their Catholic and Most Chris-| pairs, and do other things that may be esteemed ne- 


tian Majesties, for the continuance of the French 
Troops in Spain, after the 1st of January, 1825 ; 









drid on the 24th of Dec. 1824. 
His Catholic Majesty the King of Spain and the 
indies, has thought the retention of a part of the 


ould afford him time to reorganize, more fully, 
lie Spanish army, and would contribute to the re- 
stablishment of the public order; and as His Most 
shristian Majesty the s) France and Navarre, 


the ratifications of which were exchanged at Ma- Convention of the 9th of February, for the differ- 


french army in his States, after the 1st of January, month, 


“Jilesires to-give to His Catholic Majesty additional 


evidence of the lively interest he feels for his au- 
gust person, the establishment of his legitimate au- 
thority, and the good and prosperity of his people : 
Their Majesties have therefore resolved to enter 
into a new Convention, and have appointed Pleni- 
potentiaries for this purpose, 

His Catholic Majesty has appointed D. Francis- 
co de Zea Bermudez, Knight Pensioner of the Royal 
and distinguished Order of Charles IIL, Councillor 
of State, First Secretary of State, President of the 
Council of Ministers, and Superintendant General 
of Mails, Posts and Roads, in Spain and the Indies ; 
And His Most Christian Majesty has appointed 
D, Carlos Jose Edmundo de Boislecomte, Knight 
of the Royal Order of the Legion of Honor, and 
his Charge d’Affaires near his Catholic Majesty, 
The foregeing Plenipotentiaries having exchang- 
ed their full powers, and having found them to be in 
due and proper form, have agreed to the folfowing 
Articles: 


Art. 1, The French army now in Spain, shall be 
reduced to 22,000 men, from the 1st of January, 
1825. 

Art. 2. These troops shall be distributed among 
the following posts : Cadiz, Isle of Leon and its de- 
pendencies, Barcelona, St. Sebastian, Pamplona, 
Jaca, Catherdral of Urgel, and St. Fernando de Fi- 
gueras. 

Art. 3, In addition to these troops, a brigade 
composed of two Swiss regiments, and commanded 
by a general officer, shall be stationed at Madrid, 
and at other royal residences wherever His Catho- 
lic Majesty be, te do the service of his person and 
his Royal Family, in conjunction with the Spanish 
troops, 

Art. 4. All the posts, at present occupied by 


designated in Art. 2; and the troops that do not 
belong to the new garrisons, shall return to France 


last Convention. 


Art. 5. The French troops shall garrison the 
towns and posts mentioned in Art. 2. ‘The milita- 
ry command of each of these towns and posts, shall 
belong to the French officer who shall be authorized 
to take the command by a commission. The re- 
lations of the French commanders to the Captain- 
Generals, or to the Vice-Roy of Navarra, in towns 
where the two French and Spanish authorities are 
stationed, shall subsist as they were established by the 
state Convention, 


the military stores of every description that may be 
in the oceupiéd posts. No arms or munitions shall 
be withdrawn from the magazines of the garrison, 
but with the consent and instruction of the French 
commandant at the post. 

Art. 7. His Catholic Majesty shall provide quar- 
ters, storehouses, hospital stores, and soldiers’ beds 
and baggage, at the posts, and shall also make ie- 


cessary. 
Art. 8. The allowance fixed by Art. 10, of the 


ence of expenses for pay, provisions, and ap- 
pointments, between a peace and war establish- 
ment, shall be reduced in proportion to the num- 
ber of troops, and be fixed at 9,000 franks per 


Art. 9, Measures shall be adopted, by consent of 
the two governments, to ascertain the amount of| 
the expenses mentioned in Art. 6 of the Convention 
of the 30th June last, and to meet them. 

Art. 10. As His Most Christian Majesty has only 

[380] 





Art. 6. The French commanders shall dispose of 





left his troops in Spain at the request of His Catho- 
lic Majest¥, these troops shall be withdrawn as soon 
as the parties interested shall judge it to be pro- 
per, regarding the reservations contained in the 
16th Article of the Convention of the 9th of Fe- 
bruary last. 
Art. 11. All the clauses of the Convention of Fe-: 
bruary 9, and of the regulations annexed thereto ; 
those of the Convention of February 10, relative 
tothe military mail, and not modified in the new 
regulations that will be adopted by the two govern- 
ments ; as well as all those of the Convention of 
the 30th of June, not opposed to the present stipu- 
lations, shall remain in all their force for the time 
this Convention shal! continue, 

Art, 12, The present Convention shall be rati- 
fied, and the ratifications exchanged, in’ the shortest 
possible time. 


In faith of which, the respective Ptenipotentia- 
ries, by virtue of their full powers, have sealed the 
preseut Convention, and placed thereto the seals of 
their arms, 


Done in duplicate at San Lorengo, December 10, 
1824. Signed, 
Francisco pe Zea Bermupez, 
Evmonp pe Bots te Comre. 


Annered to the preceding Convention. 

His Most Christin Majesty, yielding to the wishes 
of his August Ally,the King of Spain, and being al- 
ways disposed to continue his aid towards the tran- 
quillity of Spain, has commanded, that besides the 
22,000 men mentioned in Art. 1 of the preceding 
Convention, and the Swiss brigade of the 3d Arti- 
cle, other French troops should garrison, for the 
present, the towns of Corunna, Santonna, Zarago- 
za, Cardona, and Hostalrich. There shall also be 
established between Vitoria and Iran, one brigade, 
with some squadrons and artillery in echelon; but 
‘for this additional number of French troops, the 





. : e numbe which re Ss 
French troops, shall be evacuated, excepting those whole number: of h remaining in Spain, wilt 


‘amount to 38 or 35,000 men, France shall claim 
‘no allowance, The hopes of Spaniards devoted 


after the 1st of January, 1825, the tinte fixed by the to their King, and desirous of the prosperity of 


their country, are realized in’ these arrangements, 
which the affection of His Most Christian Majesty 
for owr August Sovereign has enabled him to make. 
They will peaceably secure the restoration of this 
monarchy, founding it on the durable basis of our 
Holy Religion, of a faithful and impartial adminis- 
tration of justice ; of a policy firm and ingenuous, 
and of the constant solicitude of His Majesty for 
te happiness and union of the people whom Pro- 
vidence has committed to his care. They will, 
moreover, defeat the rash and wicked machina- 
tions of those who still meditate scenes of disorder 
and rebellion on this sacred svil of honour and 
loyalty. 





DUTY ON RICE IMPORTED INTO SPAIN. 


The following Royal Order was addressed to the 
General Superintendency of Revenue, under date 
of the 3d of December, 1524, by the Secretary of 
the Treasury of Spain, admitting Rice as an article 
of importation, and imposing the dufies thereon : 


“ His Majesty declared by a Royal Order of the 
2d of October last, that Rice should not be embraced 
by the law upon grain, but that it should be an ar- 
ticle of importation; the Junta has therefore 
thought proper, for the present, to impose on this 
article the duty of 212 maravedies [33 1-3 cts.] for 
every arroba. From this is to be deducted the du- 
ties of nivelacion, subvencion, and consulado, as es- 
tablished by Royal Order of November 20, 1819, 
The duty of 112 mrs. is to be collected entirely 
from the importer, and the deduction of the duties 
aforesaid is to be made therefrom, and applied to 
their proper objéets.” 
[381] 
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SIGNAL FLAGS FOR PILOTS. 





DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
March 22, 1825. 


An official communication has been recently re- 
ceived at this Department, from the Russian Mi- 
nister residing here, that his government had adopt- 
ed a Flag, of the following description, to be hoisted 
at the fore-top-gallant-mast of Russian vessels, for 
Pilots: 


of the following description, to be hoisted on the 
fore-mast of their ships of war and merchantmen, 
for pilots : 























viz: Two Crosses, (Blue and White,) on a Red 
Field, surrounded by a White Border. The Blue 
Cross is edged with White, and is formed by two 
diagonal stripes: the White Cross is formed by in- 
tersecting, at right angles, a perpendicular stripe 
with a horizontal one. 





DerartTMENT oF STATE, ? 
22d March, 1825. 

An official communication has been recently re- 
ceived at this Department, from the French Minis- 
ter residing here, that his Government had adopted 
a flag of the following description, to be hoisted at 
the fore-mast of French vessels demanding pilots: 








viz: A White Flag with a Biue border. 





DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
22d March, 1825. 


An official communication has been recently re- 
ceived at this Department, through the Consul of 
the United States at Amsterdam, that the Govern- 

















\:2z: A Flag with three Stripes, Rev, Warre, 
and Biur, surrounded by a White Border. 


Note —In the above descriptions of the Flags, the colour: 
ae thus distinguished: The horizontal lines represent Buive 
aod the perpendicular lines, Rep. 





DePpARTMENT OF os 
March 22, 1825. 
The design of a Signal Flag for Pilots, of which 
the following is a description, has been communi- 
cated to this Department by Mr. Joaquim Barrozo 
Perema, Charge d’Affaires from Portugal, with 
notice of its having been adopted by the Govern- 
ment of His Most Faithful Majesty: 








The government. shall determine the length of 
time during which proposals will be received, 
In the mean while, the isthmus of Tehuantepec 
shall be surveyed, and all the information neces. 
sary to undertake the canal of communication shall 
be collected. 

The government shall submit to the Con 

for its consideration and ultimate decision, the jp. 
formation and the proposals that may have been re. 
ceived, 

The government shall also cause it to be pub. 
lished, that other proposals of a like nature will be 
received. The principal objects to be thus effect. 
ed are: to render navigable the rivers Alvarado, 
Panuco, Bravo del Norte, the Rio Grande de San. 
tiago, and the Celerado, and to colonize the coun- 
try to the west of it. 

Mexico, Nov. 4, 1824. 





JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, 
PRrespENT oF THE Unirep States or Amenics, 
To all whom it may concern : 

Satisfactory evidence having been exhibited to 

me, that James Baker, Esquire, is appointed Vice 

Consul of His Britannic Majesty for the District of 

Columbia, f do hereby recognise him as such, and 

declare him free to exercise and enjoy such fune- 

tions, powers, and privileges, as are allowed to the 

Consuls of the most favoured nations in the Une 

ted States, ; 

In testimony whereof, | have caused these letters to be made 
patent, and the seal of the Unitea States to be hereunto 
affixed. 

Given under my hand, at the City of Washington, the 

{u. s.] thi t«th day of March, A. D. 1825, and of the In-, 

dependence of the United States of America the 
furty-ninth. 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 

By the President : 


H. CLAY, Secretary of State. 





REPORT 


Of the Committee on Naval Affairs, on the Memo- 

rial of John M, Gumbie. 

The Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the 
Memorial of John M Gamble, a Captain of Marines, ia 
the United States’ Navy, praying compensation for the cap- 
ture of the Seringapatam, during the late war with Great 
Britain, report : 

That Captain Gamble, then a Lieutenant of Ma 
rines, was attached to the Essex frigate, during her 
memorable cruize in the Pacific ocean, and was én 
trusted, by Commodore Porter, with the command 
of the Greenwich, one of his prizes; that, whilst 





surrounded by a Red Border. 
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Mexican States, on the 4th November, 1824. 


tion between the twe Oceans, through the isthmu 





ment of the Netherlands had adopted a signal flag 


convenience to navigation, will be accepted. 
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viz: The Portuguese Arms on a White Field, 


Decree of the Constituent Congress of the United 


The government shall cause it to be published in 
this country, and in others where it may be thought 
proper, that it is about to undertake a communica- 


of Tehuantepec; and that proposals will be re- 
ceived for the execution of the work, That which 
shall propose to execute the work in the best man- 
ner, and at the same time afford every facility and 


thus commanding, he fell m with the Seringapatam, 
an armed ship of the enemy, of very superior force, 
which, after a short conflict, he captured. From 
the papers accompanying the memorial, it may be 
perceived, that this affair was regarded, at the time, 
as a very gallant one; but owing to the capture of 
Commodore Porter’s despatches, no official account 
of it has ever been published. The Committee re- 
gret that the prayer of the memorialist cannot pro- 
perly be granted, there being no precedent of any 
compensation, further than the prize, ever having 
been made to the captors of the private armed ships 
of the enemy. . 
The Committee, however, cannot consent to close 
s|their report without expressing their sense of the 


tain Gamble, in the capture of the Seringapatam, 
The Committee recommend the adoption of the 
following resolution : 

Resolved, That the memorialist have leave to 
withdraw his memorial and papers. 





gallantry, skill, and enterprise, displayed by Cap- 












